RUPO

Rupertswood
Football & Netball Club

Codes of Conduct

At RFNC, our goal is to maximise participation and support player development through
inclusive, non-discriminatory practices within the football program.

The following Codes of Conduct are mandatory for all coaches, officials, parents and
spectators. RFNC adopts the Australian Football Match Policy Code of Conduct and the
EDFL Codes of Conduct for coaches, players, parents, guardians and spectators.

3.1 Breach of the Club’s Code of Conduct

Any breaches of these Codes may lead to an investigation and, where appropriate, further
action by the Club, in accordance with our established complaints handling and child safety
procedures.

In the event that a coach, official, parent, or spectator breaches the Club’s Code of Conduct,
the RFNC will take the following steps:

Step 1: Educative response — the person will be reminded of the expected behaviours and
how your behaviours breached the Code of Conduct. The person will be asked to review the
policies and be directed towards relevant education as warranted.

Step 2: Written warning — A formal letter (warning) will be provided to the person breaching
the clubs Code of Conduct, detailing the breach and any required corrective actions.

Step 3: Disciplinary action — The RFNC will explore the imposition of a suspension or
termination under the rules of the Club or League constitution.

The President of the club or their nominee is responsible for managing breaches of the clubs
Code of Conduct.

3.2 Coach Code of Conduct
All coaches are required to:

e Facilitate the development of all players’ skills, knowledge, and attitudes by operating
within the club’s player wellbeing and development framework, and by adhering to
the club’s vision, mission, and core principles.

e Recognise that all players are unique, with their own strengths and areas for
improvement, and address these individually.


https://resources.afl.com.au/afl/document/2020/01/21/0947b624-5457-4983-8ed8-a862ccfefca1/Australian-Football-Match-Policy.pdf
https://essendondfl.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Code-of-Conduct-Players-Parents.pdf

Provide ongoing, constructive feedback to players based on observable behaviours,
guiding them on how to further develop.

Attend Club coaching meetings (approximately four per season) to develop their
skills and knowledge.

Participate in self-assessment of their coaching performance.

Conduct a pre-season player/parent information session, incorporating information as
required by the club.

Adhere to the Officials’ Code of Conduct.

maintain notes on player rotations and other team management matters as needed.

3.3 Officials’ Code of Conduct

All officials are required to:

Place the safety and wellbeing of players and participants above all else.

Be consistent and impartial when making decisions.

Avoid situations that could lead to a conflict of interest.

Act courteously, respectfully, and inclusively, maintaining positive and constructive
dialogue with opposition coaches, officials, players, and spectators.

Take responsibility for the conduct of their team, including fellow officials, spectators,
and players.

Report to the committee any official, player, or spectator whose behaviour may
negatively reflect on the Rupertswood Football Netball Club, as soon as possible.

3.4 Parents, Guardians, and Spectators Code of Conduct

Parents, guardians, and spectators are reminded to:

Encourage children to participate, but never force participation.

Focus on the child’s effort and self-esteem rather than the outcome of the game.
Be proud of their child’s efforts regardless of the result.

Recognise that sport supports children’s self-esteem.

Encourage children to always participate according to the rules.

Never ridicule or yell at a child for mistakes or losing a game.

Lead by example — applaud the efforts of all players on both teams.
Appreciate volunteer coaches, officials, and administrators.

Respect umpires’ decisions and teach children to do likewise.

The consumption of alcohol is prohibited at junior sporting events.
Remember that children enjoy winning, but having fun is most important.

3.5 Players’ Code of Conduct

Coaches, officials, parents, and spectators are asked to support all players in following the
Players’ Code of Conduct at all times.

All players are required to:

Understand the importance of active participation in sport:



e | will play for my own enjoyment and benefit, recognising that winning is only part of
the fun.

e | will play because being at Rupo makes me feel safe, socially connected, and gives
me opportunities to develop and make choices in my football journey.

Show respect and support for my teammates:
e | will do my best for the team.
e | will attend training sessions and work equally hard for myself and the team.
e | will not bully or make my teammates feel uncomfortable.
e | will use social media responsibly and positively.

Show respect for the officials:
e | will respect and never argue with umpires or officials.
e | will abide by the rules and respect officials’ decisions.
e | will thank the officials at the end of the game.

Play within the rules and spirit of the game:
e | will abide by the rules of the game, as well as any rules set by my coach, club, and
league.

Show respect for opposition players:
e | will respect the talent, potential, development, rights, dignity, and worth of all
participants, regardless of gender, ability, cultural background, or religion.
| will not engage in verbal or physical harassment of opposition players.
I will thank the opposition at the end of the game.
| will treat all players as | would like to be treated.
| will not take unfair advantage of another competitor.
I will display modesty in victory and graciousness in defeat.

Cooperate fully with my coach:
e | will follow the instructions of my coach.
e | will listen attentively and engage respectfully with my coach.



